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What is Scenography? 
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Pamela Howard, University of the Arts, London, UK 

Pamela Howard's What is Scenography? has become a  
classic text in contemporary theatre design and  
performance practice. In this second edition, the author 
expands on her holistic analysis of scenography as  
comprising space, text, research, art, performers,  
directors and spectators, to examine the changing  
nature of scenography in the twenty-first century.  
 
The book includes:  

case studies and anecdotes from Howard's own  
celebrated career  

illustrations of her own recent work, in full colour 
throughout  

an updated 'world view' of scenography, with  
definitions from the world's most famous and  
influential scenographers  

 
A direct and personal response to the question of how to 
define scenography by one of the world's leading  
practitioners, What is Scenography? continues to shape 
the work of visual theatremakers throughout the world. 
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ϥtŀƳŜƭŀ IƻǿŀǊŘΩǎ ƎǊƻǳƴŘ-breaking What is Scenography? was the first book to set out the bold new  
approaches to designing and directing for theatre which had dazzled audiences in Europe during the  
previous decades. It did us all a service by enriching the scope of how we understand the aesthetics of 
the stage... The lavish new materials (drawings, colour photos, new production analysis) included in this 
second edition make it even more essential for anyone interested in new developments in theatre.' 

 - David Bradby 
 

'Comprehensive and accessible, this ambitious guide includes a walk-in-wardrobe-full of insights and  
personal accounts... There are some informative and creative insights on the metaphoric meaning of  
furniture... and Howard takes a wonderfully integrative approach to scripts, looking at the physical 
shape of words. The book's production is similarly innovative... This is a rigorous and significant  
contribution. Invaluable for practitioners, students and the serious enthusiast.'  

- WhatOnStage.com 
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